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The Author of this work — being aware thai 
the short visits which are occasionally made, 
when professional assistance is required, do 
not afford much opportunity for inquiry or 
advice — has prepared this little manual, with 

a view of its being at hand, to he referred t" 
at leisure. 

The explanations given have been pur- 
posely rendered familiar, to enable the lend- 
er to form his own opinion on the subjects 
treated of. 

Where the sentiments of foreign writers 
have appeared, founded on just observation, 
lie has willingly adopted them ; and, in doing 
>m. has not scrupled occasionally to borrow 
their language. 

See Appendix. 



Entered according to net of Congress, in the pear 1847 . 
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LOSS OF TEETH 



There are not any of the "ills to which 
ilesh is heir to," more excruciating or intolera- 
ble, or which so completely incapacitates a 
person for business or pleasure, as the Tooth- 
ache. 

Ii must frequently happens that the majority 
of persons who are actively engaged pay little 
attention to their teeth, until they become 
painful. 

'l'lie evils arising from this neglect arc, too 
frequently, the loss of many, or, in some cases, 
all the ti tilt ; which, by an early visit to the 
Dentist, might have been prevented. 



VALUE AND IMPORTANCE OF THE TEETH. 

The teeth influence the form and expression 
of the countenance much more than is gener- 
ally imagined ; and the finest lace is disfigured 
if the teeth are irregular, and a disagreeable 
impression is produced. 

Where the teeth are good, there is, when 

speaking or smiling especially, a fascination 
present, which prevents further examination 
of the countenance. 

It i~ therefore evident that much of the 
beauty of the countenance depends upon a 
happy and regular disposition of the teeth. 

It the countenance of youth and age are 
compared, the great difference will be found 
in the alteration of the mouth. 

117/r// ////' teeth are lost, the nose and chin 
"P)>roximate, the cheeks become hollow and 
shrunken, the lips thin and contracted, thus 
giving an appearance of ■premature oh/ age. 

Good teeth are not only indispensable to 
personal beauty, but on their regularity de- 
pends perfect articulation 

The most striking cases are those persons 
about the middle periods of life, who have lost 
their teeth ; for, however deal and perfect 
their utterance may have been before their 



loss, it is impossible to regain it without sup- 
plying the deficiency by means of artificial 
teeth. 

The most important use of the teeth is mas- 
tication of the food, previous to its being re- 
ceived into the stomach. The distressing sen- 
sations arising from imperfectly masticated 
food must immediately convince every one of 
their importance in this first step towards good 
digestion, and of the paramount necessity of 
possessing teeth, cither natural or artificial, as 
the means of retaining health. 

How valuable, then, are regular and sound 
teeth, contributing so much beauty and ex- 
pression, even to the finest face ! 

Can more important or urgent reasons be 
required to enforce an immediate attention to 
their preservation ? 

Many persons habitually neglect their teeth, 
and, from having long seen them discolored, 
imagine that they are decayed or corroded 
beyond all recovery. This is frequently a 
mistaken notion, as, by a visit to the Dentist, 
that discoloration may be removed without the 
least injury to the teeth, and they will again 
appear of their natural color. 

If persons foresaw the consequences of this 
neglect, they would no doubt act differently. 
The accumulation of tartar very soon produces 



a gradual loosening of the teeth, which, ahnosl 
imperceptibly, although surely, undermines 
them, and ends in the successive loss of the 
whole of them. 

To preserve the teeth of a fine pearly 
whiteness, and retain them firm in their sock- 
ets, it is necessary to observe strict cleanliness 
of the mouth, by the use of proper tooth brush- 
es, morning and evening, willi tepid water, 
and occasionally to use tooth powder. 



LOOSE TEETH. 

This is a state of the teeth which prevails lo 
a great extent, and more generally among per- 
sons about the middle periods of life ; especially 
those who have resided in India, or other warm 
climates. 

Having devoted much time and study to 
this particular department of dentistry, I have 
succeeded beyond my most sanguine expeeta- 
tions, in applying a new PRINCIPLE for ar- 
resting this very prevalent and most destructive 
state of the gums and teeth ; by which means 
teeth that are very loose, and apparently likely 
to fall out of their sockets, may be rendered 
firm, and retained for many years. 



SCALING THE TEETH 

Is highly necessary, and of great value in 
their preservation, wherever there is any tar- 
tar accumulated, which is generally the case if 
the teeth have been neglected from any cause. 

Man v persons fear to apply to the Dentist for 
tliis purpose, under an erroneous impression 
that they have to undergo some painful opera- 
tion. This is not the case: if skilfully per- 
formed, the pain is so trilling as to be unworthy 
of regard of even the most sensitive. 



PRESERVING THE TEETH BY STOPPING OR 
PLUGGING THEM. 

When decay, or caries, makes its appearance 

in a tooth, HOWEVER SMALL THE APERTURE 
MAY BE, IT SHOULD BE FILLED WITHOUT 

DELAY. It is a great error to postpone this 
until the tooth is painful, as the earlier the 
teeth are stopped, the more successful will be 
the result, and the greater number of years 
will the tooth or teeth be preserved. 

The progress of decay is entirely arrested, 
and the tooth saved, by stopping the hollow 
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with a preparation which excludes the air and 
prevents foulness, or the pain and irritation 
occasioned by food lodging in it. By the beau- 
tiful and useful operation of BtOpping or plug- 
ging teeth, which arc greatly injured l>y caries, 

they may be preserved for many years; in 

most, instances during the remainder of life ; 
and frequently from ten to twenty teeth may 
be preserved by this means, in the same indi- 
vidual. 

The commencement and progress of decay 
is so insensible, that it may exist many years; 
and even the person himself is often not aware 
of it till it has penetrated the very centre of 
the tooth. Having reached the cavity, it there 
commands attention, on account of the severe 
toothache it occasions. 

Of the various operations required for pre- 
serving carious teeth, and arresting all further 
progress of decay, stopping, therefore, takes 
the foremost place. 



EXTRACTION OF TEETH. 

The extraction of a double tooth is a more 
serious loss than is generally supposed. 

How few people formerly arrived at the age 
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of twenty, without experiencing the dreadful 
effects <>f extraction ! 

When a large grinder is extracted, its oppo- 
nent in the other jaw becomes, to a certain 
extent, useless; and whenever several of the 
grinders have been extracted, the remaining 
teeth, becoming useless, from being deprived 
of their antagonists, compel mastication to be 
performed with the front teeth. 

When this is the case, the individual will 
speedily be deprived of all the remaining 
teeth, which either decay rapidly, by having 

their posterior surfaces ground away by the 
sharp edges of those in the lower jaw, or be- 
come loose in consequence of the sockets being 
absorbed by incessant irritation, and ultimately 
drop out. 

It may be readily understood how, in the 
absence of double teeth, an undue pressure 
foils on the front or single ones, every time the 
mouth is shut. The front teeth of the under 
jaw rubbing forcibly against those of the up- 
per, grind down, by attrition, or loosen each 
other. 

The proper and only remedy for this state of 
affairs, is bo Jill up, by artificial means, the rav- 
ages of time, of heedlessness, and tooth draw- 
ing; thereb) restoring clear articulation, per- 
fect mastication, and PREVENTING THAT AP- 
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PROXTMATTON OF THE NOSE ami OHTN, TIIF 
HOLLOW and SHR1 nki :n CHEEKS, nil THIN 
AND CONTRACTED LIP, 80 CHARACT] RISTIC 
OP OLD AGE 



REGULATION OF TEETH. 

The author has lately contrived a new and 
novel instrument for the regulation of teeth, 
which, he thinks, will be admirably adapted to 
this too much-neglected branch of tin- pro- 
fession. 



TOOTH POWDERS AND TINCTURES. 

If the teeth arc kept constantly cleaned, and 
thus preserved in a healthy state, tooth pow- 
ders and tinctures will be but little needed : 

when they are, persons should he careful what 
they use. Sonic tOOth powders will make the 

teeth look beautifully white for a time; after 

which they will become brown, or nearly 
black, the ingredients employed destroying the 
enamel. Tooth powders should have no a< id, 
and be composed only of tonic and cleansing 
ingredients. Prepared chalk is sometimes 
used, and chalk combined with camphor, 
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which is, in some cases, to be preferred. Bark 
and myrrh, with a little very finely powdered 
cattle fish, are good; and so are equal parts of 
bark, myrrh, orris root, and gum mastich, 
which last gives a tenacity to the powder, and 
renders il more effective. 

Tinctures are as various as tooth powders. 
Pore spirit (spirit of wine) is the basis of them 
all, and an excellent antiseptic it is. It may 
be used either alone, or combined with tonics ; 
but, as in tooth powders, those tinctures which 
arc recommended I'm- whitening the teeth 
should be scrupulously avoided ; for no tooth 
powdei or tincture can do this in the manner 
stated, without at the same time laying the foun- 
dation for their gradual destruction. Tinct- 
ures may be either stimulant or tonic, or both. 

Tincture of myrrh alone is good, or with a 
little camphorated spirit, in the proportion of 
a drachm to an ounce, or tincture of myrrh 
and bark, equal parts; tincture of rhatany 
with lavender, cinnamon, guaiacum, and many 
others, have at different times been recom- 
mended, most of which, from the small quanti- 
ties used, owe their efficacy more, perhaps, to 
the spirit which is the basis of them all, than 
to their extrinsic qualities. Those who prefer 
tooth powders or tinctures, ready prepared, 
may obtain such as he recommends, at the 
author's rooms. 
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OF ARTIFICIAL TEETH. 

The art of supplying lost teeth so a* satis- 
factorily to answer all the purposes of natural 
ones, and at the same time not only without 
doing injury, but to give support to and pre- 
serve those that remain, was very imperfectly 
understood until late years. 

The very great perfection which this art has 
now attained would scarcely be believed bj 
those who are not familiar with the subject. 

Either partial or entire sets of teeth, scien- 
tifically designed, and skilfully adapted, ma\ 
be worn with the greatest ease and satisfac- 
tion; but, on the contrary, those that arc ill 
made and unskilfully adapted are troublesome 
to the wearer, an impediment to speech and 
mastication, and even a greater blemish to the 
countenance than the want of teeth ; those that 
are well adapted, are, on the contrary, easy, 
useful, and highly ornamental. 

In the construction of artificial teeth, utility 
and comfort, a9 much as appearance, ought to 
be considered by the Dentist. The latter n - 
fers to the successful imitation of nature, in 
the form, color, and proportions of the teeth, 
and especially in the shape and expression of 
the mouth. 

The attention of those who kkquibe 
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ARTIFICIAL IF.KTir, IS ESPECIALLY DIRECT- 
ED TO THE HH, LOWING OBSERVATIONS: 

The extraction of the few teeth or roots 
which it may be necessary to remove, previous- 
ly to taking 8 model of the mouth for the pur- 
pose of preparing artificial teeth, can be ac- 
complished oy the employment of the author's 
discovery for the annihilation of pain in sur- 
gical operations, child-birth, &c., &c. ' For 
further information upon the latter subject, 
the reader is referred to the author's works, 
" Morton on the Inhalation of Ether," and 
" Voice from Europe," for sale by booksellers 
generally — and to opinio»s of the press in the 
appendix of this Manual. 

From one to a complete* set can be fitted in 
the mouth, with the greatest accuracy and 
precision, answering most fully every purpose 
of articulation and mastication; and so per- 
fectly natural in appearance as to defy detec- 
tion I >v the closest observer, without giving any 
pain wftat< vt r. 

Whenever a partial loss of the double teeth 
has occurred, painful or uneasy sensations are 
experienced in the front teeth; these are 
warnings of the destruction about to ensue. 

The front teeth separate, afterwards take 
irregular positions, projecting outwards, or in- 
lining inwards, and soon become loose. 
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By filling up the spaces left by the loel 
double teeth with artificial ones, and lengthen- 
ing the grinding surfaces of those remaining in 
the mouth, such defects arc obviated. 

To effect this, much labor and skill arc re- 
quired; but, when accomplished, it restores the 
mouth to a state equal to the natural one, and 
renders the patient easy and comfortable. 

Ligatures should never be used to fasten 
artificial teeth; they should be so constructed 
as to be removed as easy as a glove, and yel 
be perfectly secure and steady in the mouth ; 
objects which can only be obtained by a Den- 
tist who perfectly understands his profession. 

In all cases, very great accuracy of fitting 
to the model, and a correct adaptation to the 
mouth, is necessary. 

In cases where there is absorption or loss of 
substance, a very great change takes place in 
the appearance and expression of the counte- 
nance. 

See the Engraving. 

This absorption occurs more or less in all 
cases; and to ascertain the exact extent of 
such loss of substance is very important pre\ i- 
ous to supplying artificial teeth; as, by a judi- 
cious arrangement of the material, in making 
good such losses with artificial gum as well 86 
teeth, where the loss is considerable, depend 
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thai perfect restoration of the features to their 
natural symmetry, which the art of Dentistry 
is capable of giving. 

By attention to the above, any degree of 
fullness of the lips or eheeks can be obtained, 
without inconvenience to the wearer. 

Much lias been said with respect to the com- 
parative merits of bone or gold, as the frame 
for artificial teeth ; some Dentists using bone 
in every case, however inapplicable ; others 
using gold 

The author has important reasons for giving 
a preference to gold in most cases. 

Ivory, or the tusk of the Hippopotamus, 
soon decomposes, and, notwithstanding the 
( care and cleanliness, will not last 
long. 

As it is in all cases desirable to place as 
ih, mouth as possible, that the articula- 
tion and mastication may be performed with 
more freedom. 

Gold of the finest quality can be used with 
the greatest advantage, as it may be thin and 
small in size, and yet. possess infinitely more 
durability than ivory, which, when made thin, 
is very soon destroyed, and therefore, from the 
necessity of frequently renewing it, becomes 
expensn e. 

The teeth that are usually supplied by Den- 
tists, are either natural or mineral. 
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Natural teeth have been long employed by 
the most celebrated Dentists, and with great 
success as regards appearance and utility; but 
with respect to their durability, the time they 
will last varies according to the constitution of 
tli^i wearer, notwithstanding their liandsome 
appearance when first placed in the mouth. 

Conscious of how much remained to be ac- 
complished, in order to render my artificial 
work superior to my predecessors, I was in- 
duced to direct my early attention to this par- 
ticular branch ; and the result of several 
years' close application is that I am now ena- 
bled to manufacture and sot Teeth, composed 
of silicious substances, with a very fine enamel 
upon them, which admits of every variety of 
shade and color, and enables me to match with 
the greatest nicety, both in form and color, 
any teeth that may remain in the mouth. 

They are perfectly incorrodible, and cannot 
be affected in any way by the saliva, heat of 
the stomach, or acids of any kind; in shout, 
THEIR DURABILITY IS UNBOUNDED, AS THEY 
WILL NEVER DECAY OR BECOME THE LEAS I 
DISCOLORED, AND WILL AFPEAR AS WELL 
AFTER TEN YEARS' WEAR AS THEY DO THE 
FIRST DAY THEY ARE PLACED IN THE 
MOUTH. 

The author will be happy to show them in 
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every variety to those who arc interested in 
this subject 

The course of practice as pursued by the 
author, has secured to him the approbation of 
the following distinguished gentlemen, whom 
he is permitted to refer to in Boston: — 

J. C. Warren, M.D., Prof, of Anatomy and 
Surgery, Mass. Med. Col. 

Geo. I lay ward, M.D., Prof, of the Princi- 
ples of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, Mass. 

Med. Col. 

L. W. Bell, M.D., Physician to the McLean 
\s\ linn. 

J. B. Brown, MI)., Orthopedic Surgeon. 

A. A. Gould, M.D. 

F. M. McLellan, M.D. 

Com. Downcs, U.S.N. 

II. J. Bigelow, Surgeon to the Ma 
setts General Hospital. 

.1. 1). Townscnd, do. 
and numerous other distinguished individuals. 



APPENDIX. 



GREAT DISCOVERY. 



The subscriber having bad the happiness to discovei 
and demonstrate to the world, a means of annihilating 
pain, was necessarily compelled to relinquish lii- profes- 
sional business personally, for a time. Having returned 
fully to the practical part of his profession, be an 
nouncesthal lie has associated with him, Dr 
Whitman, who has been engaged in li is establishment 
(No. 19, Tremont Row, opposite the Museum) foi the 
last four years, and wlio will fill the place Of Dr. N. C. 
Keep (vice-president of the American Society of Dental 
Surgeons), his former instructor and partner. 

He would respectfully tender their professional Bet 
vices to the public: and, in so doing, would state thai 
inconsequence of the discovery of the new properties 
of ether, constant communications are kept up with 
American and foreign dentists, affording rare oppoi 
tunities of information in regard to the L 
ments in dentistry, both at home and abroad. 

They manufacture and set teeth in blocks, with false 
gums ; insert btkgle TEETH, with or without gun 
rilate or without, from one to a whole set, the latter be 
ing inserted upon a method not in oinibai DBS, which 
they warrant is not surpassed in beauty or use; 

Teeth filled, regulated, cleaned, and extracted, and 
all operations performed without pain. 

Great experience has been had in this establishment 
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for administering the ether; and having given it for 
several month*, m connection with the 

SURGEONS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL 

HOSPITAL, 

who arc fully acquainted with tlic manner it is admin- 
'l by the subscriber, they are respectfully referred 
to V7. 1. <• MoKTON, 

Author of" Remarks upon the 

Administration of Either," 
" Voice from Kurope," &c. 

[From the Dublin Quarterly Review.] 
Dr. Morton, a dental surgeon at Boston, ap] 
have been the Aral to make use of this agent as a means 
of relieving pain during surgical operations; and lie 
soon acquired great and iusi celebrity in that city, bv 
extracting teeth without tin- patients, who had previ- 
ously inhaled the ether, being conscious of the opera- 
tion. 

[From the Christian Watchman.] 
iky \\'e were much gratified with a visit, a 
few days ago, to the rooms of Dr. Morton, No. 19, Tre- 
mont BOW. I lie toothless are there supplied with com- 
plete sets of teeth, inserted on a new principle, and Bas- 
el in their place hv ,-ii mospherio pressure so firmly 

that several pounds may be raised by them without re- 
nun ing the plate, w liich is made, as well as the solder, 

of the best of gold. In this u:i\ many persons 
been enabled to wear teeth w Itfa comfort who had given 
up all hope of an] assistance of this kind. 

I»r. Moit. in Las studied the dental art thon 
and on strict] j scientific principles, lie has inhispos- 
■ ii the Qnesl anatomical preparations, illustrative 

of (he Structure, positions, gradual development, and 

decay of the teeth, which we ha\ e o\ er seen, imported 

from' l'aris. express]] t< 

Or. Morion ha- extensive facilities for the preparatien 
and insertion of whole Sets of teeth. 
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[From Frof. Hayward, Mass. Med. College.] 
The first successful application of it was nude here In 
September last, by Dr. Morton, a distinguished dentist. 
To Dr. Morton, I think, must be awarded the credit Ol 
being the first who demonstrated, by actual experiment 
on the human subject, the existence of this wonderful 
property. 

[From the Transcript.] 
Dental Surgery.— Without wishing to detract from 
the merits of any of the regularly-educated Surgeon 
Dentists of this city, we would call the attention of I In- 
public to a scientific gentleman, in whom entire cond- 
olence may be reposed, to perform, in an elegant man- 
ner, any operation that may come under the cogniz- 
ance of a Dentist. 

[From Prof. J. C. Warren, of Mass. Med. College.] 

For its practical application we are indebted to Dr. 
Morton. 

[From the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 
Improved Dentistry. — Dr. Morton, an ingenious den 
tist in Tremont BOW, in this city, has recently executed 
some extraordinary specimens of dental Ingenuity, 
which makes it a difficult question to decide which 
looks the best — nature's work or his ! 

[From the London Lancet.] 
Dr. Morton deserves, if his discovery stand the test of 
time, the gratitude and reward of every civilized peo- 
ple and government upon the face of the earth. 

[From the Mail.] 
Dental Science. — Wc saw, a few days since, an entire 
new set of artificial teeth inserted for a lady, by Dr. 
Morton, that defied the most critical observer to detect 
from the original. In the case above referred to. thi 
lady experiences no difficulty whatever in mastication 
nor is her speech affected in the slightest degree. 
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[From the London Lancet.] 
I he realization of such an object cannot but redound 
to the great merit and reputation of the discoverer. Dr. 
Morton, of Boston, America, and to the honor of the 
profession to which he belongs. 

[ From the Boston Tost] 
l)r Morton lias been particularly successful in con- 
ti i\ Ing gold plates for the support of artificial teeth, and 
ha- given the most perfect satisfaction in some recent 
operation! of a very difficult nature. 

[From the Recorder.] 
Our minds were directed, a short time since, to a piece 
■f work constituting the whole jaw, teeth and all,in one 
single piece, being a perfect imitation, and which, on 
being introduced into the mouth, we never should sus- 
peotan] portion of the individual to be artificial. This 
Ingenious Ini ention and piece of work was executed by 
Dr, Mortod. 

[From the Evening Gazette.] 
Dr. Morton has made a great improvement in me- 
chanical dentistry. We bare seen a whole upper set of 
teeth, and we consider the style and finish to be a little 
superior to any we ever saw. They are inserted by a 
chemical process so firmly to the jaw, that several 
pounds weight may be attached to the plate, and raised 
from the floor. 

[ From the Christian Register.] 
The publisher of this paper had an opportunity of 
witnessing an operation performed by Dr. Morton, 
which the Transcript gives the following description of : 
Difficult Operation. — Dr. Morton has recently per- 
formed a difficult operation upon a young lady, very 
successfully. The nature of the case, without going into 
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particulars, was a cleft palate. The operation proved 
entirely satisfactory to tne young lady operated upon, 
and will enable berto speak and articulate distinctly. 

[From the Atlas.] 
"We lately had an opportunity of examining two beau 
tiful whole sets of artiiicial teeth, which were set on gold 
plate of great purity, and soldered with gold nl the 
same degree of firmness, so thai no blackening or gal- 
vanic effect, or bad taste, can possibly result. 'Ibis 
work, we learned, was done to order for a gentleman 
and his lady, who came hither from Cuba to avail them- 
selves of the skill of Dr. Morton. 



[From the Post.] 
We are happy to notice a whole set of teeth inserted 
by I »r. Morton. The upper plate had a 4-11). weight at- 
tached to it and raised from the floor, the plate remain- 
ing tirrn in its place. 

[From the Newark Daily Advertiser] 
The exhibition was successful in proving what Dl 
Morton claims. To him is the credit due. 



[From the Salem Gazette] 
We take pleasure, unsolicited by Dr. Morton, in calling 
attention to a most important discovery of his, which 
seems to mark out a new era in the history of our race. 
We think it will make our physical liii' in the nine 
teenth century, of more value than it has ever been 
before. 

[From the Illustrated London News.] 
The application is of American origin, and was first 
introduced, a few months since, by Dr. Morton, a den- 
tist, of Boston, U. S. 
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[From the Sherbrooke (Con.) Gazette.] 
See Dr. Morton'i advertisement. Having experienced 
the benefit of his skill in our family, we can cordially 
recommend him. 

[From the London Lancet.] 
IIm discovery of Dr. Morton, the hitherto unknown 
dentist of Boston, more striking to the general than to 
tlie-seientilic mind, will undoubtedly be placed high 
among the blessings of human knowledge and dis- 
oorerj 

[From Prof. Bigelow, Mass. Med. College.] 
The inventor la Dr. Morton, a dentist of this city. 

[ Foreign Correspondence of the Atlas.] 
FRANCE. 

1'aris, August 16, 1847. 
The committee of the Institute appointed to settle the 
merit of the discover} of Ether, still has the matter un- 
der consideration. Among medical men here with 
whom i hare convened, the claims of Dr. Morton, as 
having rendered this precious fluid useful, appear to be 
recognized 



